
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 24, 2012 

 

Congressman Tim Huelskamp 

126 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Congressman Huelskamp, 

 

As you know, the Renewable Electricity Production Tax Credit (PTC) is soon set to 

expire. We are contacting you to urge your support for an extension of this valuable 

economic development tool.   

 

Originally, stakeholders requested a straightforward extension of the credit. However, 

key wind developers and manufacturers in the industry have submitted a new proposal 

that calls for a one-year extension of the credit, followed by a four-year phase down. This 

compromise allows wind developers and manufacturers to adapt its business model to a 

non-PTC world without threatening investments and jobs.   

 

Failing to extend the PTC would create an uncertain investment environment for the 

industry. Wind developers and manufacturers have quietly been investing an unparalleled 

amount in Kansas over the last five years.  Most of the investment has occurred in rural 

parts of Kansas – parts of the state desperate to attract new residents and capital.  Local 

labor and suppliers are employed to construct and maintain the wind projects further 

pumping money and resources into our local towns. 

 

The eagle-eye focus of the Legislature for the past two years has been to create jobs and 

spur investment in Kansas.  The wind industry has done so - in a big way.  More than $1 

billion has been invested in the state thus far and an investment of $3 billion is projected 

in 2012 alone as we double our wind generation fleet.  Manufacturing jobs are being 

created in Kansas anchored by Siemens, Jupiter Group and New Millennium Wind.  In 

addition, Mars, which is building its first manufacturing facility in North America since 

the 1960’s, is coming to Topeka with 400 new jobs.  Mars selected Kansas for a host of 

reasons, but Mars publicly said they believed that they could fulfill their corporate 

objective of being powered between 50 - 100% by renewable generation in Kansas. 

Westar is helping them achieve their goal via their wind energy purchases.   

 



Kansas lost its status as a net exporter of energy in 1999.  Since that time, the focus of the 

Legislature (as well as the Kansas Electric Transmission Authority, the Kansas Energy 

Council and the litany of other energy related committees and working groups) has been 

to implement policies and reduce impediments to helping Kansas regain its energy 

exporter status. Our wind investments are helping provide a diverse power supply to 

Kansas utilities and we are able to export another commodity like we export our beef, 

wheat, natural gas, and airplanes.  A brief extension and phase down will help ensure a 

smooth transition for the industry and allow its continued growth and expansion in our 

state. 

 

As you can see, the PTC is essential to Kansas’ long-term energy and economic stability. 

In a very short amount of time, the wind energy industry in Kansas has proven its 

significance with a long track record of success. The signals sent by the Kansas 

Legislature and United States Congress will determine whether new manufacturing jobs 

and wind farm construction will continue to help stabilize rural America while growing 

our economy.   

 

We urge you to convey this message to your fellow members of Congress. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mike O’Neal      Paul Davis 

Speaker of the House     House Minority Leader 

 

 

 

Steve Morris      Anthony Hensley 

Senate President     Senate Minority Leader 

 

 

 

 

 


